





THRILLING NEWS 
EVERY BOY WILL WANT TO HEAR! 


These grand annuals are already in the shops! 


TIGER ANNUAL 1967 9/6 


128 exciting pages packed with new picture-adventures of Typhoon 
Tracy, Roy of the Rovers, Jailbird Commandos and many others from 
Tiger and Hurricane. Also: behind the scenes at BBC Grandstand, 
London’s Crime Busters and lots more. 


CHAMPION ANNUAL 1967 9/6 


160 all-action pages featuring such Champion favourites as the Phantom 
Viking, Bartok, Jet Jordan, Cosmic Nick and Lofty Lightyear. And an 
eight-page colour feature on motor racing, superb articles and pictures. 


BUSTER BOOK 1967 5/6 


Laughs and thrills with Buster favourites Jimmy Edwards, Charlie 
Drake, Tin Teacher, the Mighty Misfits, Charlie Peace and many others. 
Jokes. puzzles and cartoons. 


MAKE SURE OF YOUR COPIES NOW! 


Fleetway Annuals (PRICES IN U.K. ONLY) 
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THE CREW FLEW AS A TIGHTLY KNIT TEAM THE 


AIRCRAFT. BECAME A DEADLY WEAPON OF WAR... 


| ITS CREW. THEY GAVE AN AIRCRAFT LIFE AND WHEN ff 


q.. de | 


we 




















Top Priority 


CHAPTER 1. Talk Down 


7 SEZ |) 


Ia] THE CREW OF B-BERTIE WERE ATEAM Beh ||| | | SAY 
| WITH KANY SUCCESSFUL MISSIONS = FF NEN \| 
f BEHIND THEM IN THE WAR TORN | BN 
UI SKIES OF BURNA ... \i “* 
aS ee ae ie rs j 7 
: Y 


oy tH 


( ie 


A TRICKY ONE 

FOR YOU THAT (ee 

WILL CALL FOR | 

DEAD ACCURATE 
FLYING AND 
NAVIGATION. | 








=< 


ae —— 
“1 we 


4 a 


NOW DON’T DROP 
UNTIL YOU'RE ABSOLUTELY 
SURE THAT YOU HAVE THE 
EXACT POSITION. REMEMBER, 
SERGEANT PARSONS,YOU’LL MORE 
THAN LIKELY BE INTERCEPTED 
BY FIGHTERS. 


YES. BUT WITH 
A-DIFFERENCE. WE HAVE 
AN AGENT UP COUNTRY. HE'S SWISS 
AND THE JAPS LEAVE HIM ALONE.” HE’S 
CLEARED A STRIP OF JUNGLE THAT 
COULD BE A USEFUL BASE FOR 
LONG RANGE BOMBING. YOU ARE 
GOING TO DROP THE FIRST 
BATCH OF FUEL - FOR 
FUTURE OPERATIONS. 


DON'T YOU 
WORRY, SIR. ME AND 
MY GUNS WILL 
BE READY! 
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IT WAS LATE AFTERNOON WHEN THE LADEN “|. | AS B-BERTIE FLEW NORTH OVER THE STEAMING 
WELLINGTON LIFTED INTO THE SKY... - JUNGLE, CURT ARLBERG, RUBBER PLANTER AND f 

- BRITISH AGENT, WAITED ANXIOUSLY ... ; 

| 
eH 
i 


eet ROGER, tf KUAN cA . Gp I. iy 





DEGREES, 
SKIPPER. NAVIGATOR. Y AS SOON AS YOU 

/ SEE ME FLASH ONCE / {IT WILE / 

WITH MY TORCH, LIGHT BE DONE AS YOU ) 


1 THE THREE SIGNAL = SAY, TUAN. A 

f FIRES. : ap p 
Ss 4 aa <end 
UNDERSTAND? = 
wae 4 —. 


= 
WE SHOULD 
BEOVER THE DROPPING 
ZONE IN ONE KINUTE 
FIFTEEN SECONDS 
FROM NOW! 


THREE LIGHTS 
DEAD AHEAD, SKIPPER, 





Lr GOOD Boys! 
UAN LAI HURRY 
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B-BERTIE TURNED ON TO COURSE FOR BASE- YW, IT WAS A TIMELY WARNING. . THE NARROW EYES OF A 
AS THE MOON CLIMBED SLOWLY INTO THE SKY. ZERO PILOT HAD: ALREADY PICKED OUT THE 
ee 





D Q DARK SHAPE ....' \ 
KEEP YOUR" A c 


EYES OPEN FOR 
FIGHTERS. WE'RE 
SILHOUETTED IN THIS 
MOONLIGHT. 


—_—= GHTER! © 
A Y FIGHTER! .ON THE 
pA PORT QUARTER} 


‘ ZA HUNDRED 
#3. 
eel YARDS! 
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BUT IN THE FACE OF THE FEROCIOUS FIRE 
FROM BILL PARSON’S REAR TURRET, THE - 
JAP BROKE AWAY, CIRCLING WARILY 
AROUND HIS QUARRY ... 


THIS QNE’S 
KEEN! CAN'T 
YOU TAKE HER 
TO LOW-LEVEL, 

SKIPPER? 





DAREN’T 
RISK IT. THERE'S 
TOO MUCH HIGH 
GROUND ABOUT 

HERE! 


: HE’S COMING 
mA IN! DIVE TO STARBOARD 
= NOW! 


&\< 





10 Top Priority 





LURCHED AFTER IT,AS JOHNNY BAINES SLUMPED 
OVER THE CONTROLS... 


LOFTY! IT'S 
JOHNNY - HE'S Bp 
DEAD! 





Top Priority 


SNOWY, IT’S \, 
UP TO YOU TO 
.. GET US BACK. 


i? = YOU'D BETTER LET 
ME HAVE A COURSE FOR 
BASE. DON'T WORRY, § 
BLOKES, WE’LL 


= 
3 


A BOMB AIMER WAS SUPPOSED TO BE ABLE TO IT WAS A DIFFICULT MOMENT FOR WING COMMANDE! 
TAKE OVER FROM HIS PILOT. IN PRACTICE BEASLEY, HE NEEDED EVERY AIRCRAFT BADL 
HOWEVER THE BOMB AIMER HAD LITTLE HE ALSO NEEDED CREWS - GOOD CREWS. 


EXPERIENCE OF FLYING. SNOWY HAD HAD Hel | a ER 


Y. 
NO EXPERIENCE OF LANDING A WELLINGTON...4/ B.BERTIE. FIRST a 
on 7 BALE OUT THE CREW. Z 
WE SHOULD Wg 
acai REA ‘le IF - AND ONLY IF ~ YOU Ke 
AM FEEL YOU CAN wake 17 — I 
\2 . 
vOU'D EETSER ) l BRING HER IN. WE'LL GIVE 
im IN DOUBT BALE 
OUT. OVER! 


HELLO GAUCHO! 
HELLO GAUCHO! THIS 
1S EGGCUP B-BERTIE. OUR SY. CAN MAKE IT. 
PILOT 1S DEAD. THIS IS BALING OUT 
AN EMERGENCY... 403 CREW NOW! 4 





Top Priority 
BUT THE CREW OF B-BERTIE DECIDED TO STICK TOGETHER... 


Jan 
0.K., BLOKES, 





KEEP YOUR FINGERS 
CROSSED,I'M TURNING 
INTO THE APPROACH, 


HELLO B-BERTIE. 
REDUCE AIR-SPEED 
TO 125 KNOTS. 


PERSPIRATION RAN DOWN SNOWY’S FACE AS THE 
INSTRUCTIONS FROM GROUND CONTROL 
REACHED HIM... : ! 


ZERO BOOST - be ' : . > Vis 


~ REDUCE AIR SPEED 


SLOWLY NOW "GAUCHO. seek | lf 
SPEED NOW. | i | ee 
: |) F ([ 


| 
CE 


EASE THE 
STICK FORWARD 
Ro) SLIGHTLY! jeans 





es Priority 13 


EACH MAN HELD HIS BREATH AS THE WELLINGTON @ 
FLASHED PAST THE CONTROL CENTRE ony : 





GIVE THE WORD. 
YOU'RE DOING 


y Ph ee Fe S 


TYRES SCREECHED AS RUBBER MET 3 

TARMAC. B-BERTIE LURCHED ONCE, WELL DONE 

RIGHTED ITSELF, AND ROLLED re nie 
WARD GENTLY ... 

dualanldaoaidle DONE BETTER 
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CASE WE'LL GO 
AND CHECK THAT THE 
OLD KITE’S IN GOOD 
ORDER FOR THE NEW 
SKIPPER, SIR! 


TWO HOURS LATER THE CREW HAD FINISHED 
THEIR INSPECTION AND WERE RESTING IN 


ba YOU'VE LOST \ 


A FIRST CLASS SKIPPER — 


i AND A FRIEND. AT TIMES LIKE 


‘THIS IT'S BEST TO KEEP GOING, 
SO I'VE ASKED FOR A NEW PILOT. 
HE’LL BE FLOWN IN 
THIS MORNING. 
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IT WAS AN / 1 TAKE IT THAT YOU ARE \ 
b ee UNPROMISING ALL IN THE LAST STAGES OF 
ARE YOU" START. WORSE J FATIGUE. OTHERWISE YOU WOULD 
WAS TO COME, |STAND TO ATTENTION IN FRONT OF 


OUR NEW SKIPPER, 





(T ARE SERGEANT 
SANDERS. IT WOULD ; 
BE MORE CORRECT, SERGEANT, 8 
IF WE SAID THAT YOU'RE 


THAT'S BETTER! 
1 AM SQUADRON-LEADER “ 
GEORGE ADAMS. I BELIEVE Wy S ~ PICKED ARIGHT @ 
IN EFFICIENCY. EFFICIENCY 2 Te CHARMER HERE — AND 
MEANS DISCIPLINE — AND IT ee NO MISTAKE! < 
LOOKS TO NE THAT DISCIPLINE \CX\X\\S SS : 
1S A QUALITY WHICH 4 
YOU LACK. 


Top Priority 
cuapter 2. The Saboteurs 


IT WAS WITH FOREBODING THAT SQUADRON LEADER RN 
ADAMS'S NEW CREW ATTENDED BRIEFING TWO HOURS LATER. Wwe SSN fed 
eZ oa — as 3 


Cok LASS 
WE'VE BEEN HAVING A LOT OF SSS , 


7 TROUBLE FROM FIGHTER INTERCEPTION - \SoSS 
AS YOU LADS KNOW. INTELLIGENCE REPORTS 
A JAP AIRFIELD UP COUNTRY IN THIS AREA. 
I WANT YOU AND YOUR 
LADS, ADAMS, TO KNOCK 
A FEW HOLES IN IT! 


IT TO US, 
SIR! 


THIS 1S 
OUR FIRST OPERATION 
TOGETHER. J INTEND TO } 
MAKE SURE THATITIS fg : 
SUCCESSFULLY iy 
CARRIED OUT. p 
WE'RE USED 


TO ONE HUNDRED 


WE'VE NEVER BEEN ON 
A RAID THAT 
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ADAMS IGNORED LOFTY’S REMARK. THEY WERE 


ADAMS CUT BILL PARSONS SHORT ... 
AIRBORNE BEFORE THEIR NEW SKIPPER 


Lh? 
DON'T ARGUE! TEST . 
YOUR GUNS! NAVIGATOR, WHAT 
1S OUR POSITION ? 


SPOKE AGAIN... 


REAR GUNNER, \; 
TEST YOUR 
GUNS NOW. 


| TESTED 
ON THE DECK, 
SKIPPER ... 


I'VE JUST GOT 
TO WORK IT 


| DON’T THINK 
YOU QUITE UNDERSTAND, 
NAVIGATOR. WHEN I ASK FOR 
A POSITION | EXPECT AN 
IMMEDIATE ANSWER. 


AB: 


> cael 


agli, course,crossinc \Awr 

; HE SALWEEN A “a 
ANA. RIVER ~ SIR! ANY? 
: ‘% YA 


Top Priority 


FIGHTER! 
FIGHTER! PREPARE TO 
DIVE TO PORT! > 


<<. 


DIVE TO 
PORT — NOW! 





Top Priority 


IF THE SQUADRON LEADER HEARD HIS 
REAR-GUNNER’S URGENT INSTRUCTIONS, HE 
SHOWED NO SIGN OF IT, FOR HE SENT THE 
WELLINGTON INTO A SCREAMING DIVE TO 
STARBOARD... 

wot 
\ 


AND SHOOT THE 
BLIGHTER DOWNS, 


THE JAP BROKE AWAY, BILL PARSONS’S 
GUNS CHATTERED BRIEFLY ... 


| WINGED HIM, 
SKIPPER! IF YOU’D 


ad 
THAT'S NO GOOD 
TO ME, REAR GUNNER, 
AND {F | HAVE ANY 
MORE INSOLENCE I’LL HAVE 
YOU GROUNDED... 





20 Top senely 
THE JAP PILOT DID NOT ATTACK S 
AGAIN AND SOON THEIR TARGET 
LOOMED AHEAD . 





TARGET COMING UP, 
SIR. SHOULD BE ABOUT TWO 
MILES DEAD AHEAD. 


Sy 
ut 


AA 


EX 


MILES, ABOUT 10 DEGREES - a . id 


, 


CUA 


ts 
PLENTY OF 
FLAK, SKIPPER. 














Top Priority 
| 


THE APPROACH SEEMED ENDLESS AS THE FLAK 
BECAME MOR’ 
. ! X SS 


fas 


FOR PETE'S 
SAKE MAN! DROP 
THOSE CONFOUNDED 1. 
BOMBS. 


GIVE USA , 
CHANCE, SKIPPER. 


SLOWLY THE TARGET MOVED 


Za Oo LEFT ~ STEADY - 
© VEADY. HOLD HER... 


7 WE'LL OVERSHOOT 
IF YOU GO ON 
MUCH LONGER! 





22 Top Priority 





SQUADRON LEADER ADAMS HAULED 


MISSED! 
BY ABOUT FOUR HUNDRED 


IT'S BECAUSE |! 


Fgy HAVE A SECOND- 
RATE CREW. 





Top Priority 


THEY RETURNED TO BASE IN SILENCE 4. (| fo 
WAS THE FIRST TO LEAVE THE AIRCRA K 
JEFF SANDERS STALKED AFTER HIM... NS 
4 
—s> - , i) 


i 


us ¥ 


ADA 
FT. 
5 ANY RLLAN./ ' Hn 
JUST A MINUTE, SIR, inion, a 
ANY (amma 


{WANT YOU TO KNOW 


BEING UNFAIR TO 
YOUR CREW. 


WHAT ARE 
YOU TRYING 
TO SAY? 


I'M TRYING TO SAY = SIR — THAT 
WE RECEIVED NO CO-OPERATION FROM 
itty +E Segre YOU. YOUR REAR-GUNNER’S INSTRUCTIONS WERE 
2 We IGNORED AND YOUR BOMB-AIMER’S, 
iin 
1g 4 


Ss 
ie SA COME TO THAT... 
(ty wi é 

- Ef 


THIS 1S 
INSUBORDINATION! 
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SSS 











BREAK IT 
UP! NOW, WHAT'S 
THE TROUBLE? 


THESE MEN ARE 
QUESTIONING MY HANDLING 


OF THE ae / — 
ie, 
SQQQONAOA 


+s 


WING COMMANDER BEASLEY WAS NO FOOL. 
HE LISTENED IN SILENCE TO GEORGE 
ADAMS'S ACCOUNT OF WHAT HAPPENED ... 


ALL RIGHT. 

NOW | SUGGEST 
THAT YOU ALL GET. 
SOME SLEEP. WE’LL TALK 
ABOUT IT IN 
THE MORNING. 


IF YOU THINK IT 


ESSARY, SIR. BUT I'VE 
NOTHING TO ADD. 





Top Priority 25 


ADAMS WAS IN NO BETTER MOOD THE NEXT = 
: UY IN KY OPINION 
N /) | HAVE NEVER 

/ 





ees ADAMS, IKNOW | NY 
SoSY THESE LADS, THEY'RE A FIRST Wy MET A MAN SO 
CLASS CREW. | THINK YOU'RE LACKING IN THE 
TREATING THEM-THE WRONG WAY. 7, ABILITY TO LEAD 
TAKE. IT EASY ... MEN. YOU WILL FLY 
‘ WITH THIS CREW ~ 
WHO ARE A DARNED 
| SIGHT TOO GOOD 
FOR YOU. BRIEFING 
WILL BE IN HALF 
AN HOUR... 


iF YOU ARE NOT GOING TO 
SUPPORT ME, SIR ~ THEN § SHALL 
REPORT THE MATTER TO 
THE A.0.C. ... 


Tris OPERATION WILL NOT TAKE PLACE FOR 
ANOTHER TWO DAYS ~ {F IT TAKES PLACE AT ALL. 


THE BRIEFING TOOK PLACE IN A TENSE ATMOSPHERE ... 
om > 
BERR 


ER 
GET IT TO JAPAN BY THAT 
ROUTE, SIR! G 





Top Priority 


IDEA IS TO USE THE GOLD TO 
7 BRIBE THE WAR LORDS ON THE CHINESE 
BORDER TO SEND IN THEIR TROOPS. THE 
CONVOY MUST BE STOPPED - d 
THAT'S THE ORDER. 








\ ONE OF OUR AGENTS 
S HAS A PLANTATION NEAR A 
SS ROAD BRIDGE. THE BRIDGE IS BEING 
WSS BUILT BY P.0.W.S. OUR MAN SAYS HE 
A WSS CAN GET EXPLOSIVE INTO THEIR CAMP. 
QA THE PRISONERS LAY THE EXPLOSIVE ON 


WY THE BRIDGE AND WHEN THE 
\ CONVOY PASSES OVER - BINGO! 





Top Priority 27 


THE WING COMMANDER WENT ON TO EXPLAIN 
THAT IF THE PLAN TO BLOW THE BRIDGE 
FAILED, THEN THE CONVOY WOULD HAVE TO 
BE BOMBED. : 


THE BOMBING MUST 
TAKE PLACE WHERE THE GOLD 
4 WILL BE LOST. THE ROAD THEY'RE TAKING } 
CLIMBS UP IN THE MOUNTAINS 
UP NORTH. THAT'S WHERE 
WE'LL BOMB. 


WE'D NEVER 
MAKE IT THERE 
AND BACK, SIR. 


CURT ARLBERG WAS A SWISS. AS A NEUTRAL HE 
HAD WON THE CONFIDENCE OF THE JAPANESE. 
NEVERTHELESS HE HAD TO BE VERY WARY. THIS 


YOUR CREW HAVE 
DROPPED SUPPLIES OF 
FUEL AT THIS POINT 
HERE. OUR AGENT HAS 
CLEARED A STRIP. 
YOU WILL LAND 


QUITE AN 
OPERATION! 


THE CONVOY AND 
FLY BACK HERE. 


_— 
: GOOD MORNING, 
COLONEL AKIMOTO! WHAT CAN }, 
| DO FOR YOU? 


SEE YOU, 

HERR ARLBERG. | MUST ASK 
"YOU, HAVE YOU HEARD OR / 
SEEN AIRCRAFT FLYING IN THE fod 

VICINITY RECENTLY ? . 
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CURT ARLBERG KNEW THAT HE WAS ONLY JUST TOLERATED BY THE JAPS. ONE FALSE STEP COULD BE HIS 
LAST. HE FOUND DIFFICULTY IN KEEPING A NATURAL VOICE ... 


| " “ = 


NO, ! HAVE 
HEARD NO AIRCRAFT. 
SURELY THIS.1S TOO FAR 
FROM THE FIGHTING 

y FRONT? 


* KUAN LAI, KEEP WATCH. 

I'M GOING TO THE TRANSMITTER, 
iF YOU SEE THEM RETURN, 

BLOW YOUR WHISTLE. 


Wai 
\ 


\ 
alt 


Fat tay 


B 


mifie’ 


IT WAS JUST A RUMOUR. 
1 AM RELIEVED TO HEAR THAT 
YOU HAVE NO KNOWLEDGE OF THIS. Y 
IT IS GOOD TO HAVE YOUR 
MOST RELIABLE OPINION. 
—I 





ARLBERG LISTENED OUT EACH MORNING AT MIDDAY. 
THIS MORNING HE RECEIVED THE MESSAGE HE HAD 


WAITED FOR... Tuan te NY : 


s = 
y CONVOY DUE SALWEEN 
BRIDGE ~ EVENING OF NINETEENTH. 
THAT'S TOMORROW! IT LOOKS AS 
IF I'LL HAVE TO HAVE ANOTHER 
3 CHAT WITH AKIMOTO. 


wey 





Top Priority 
A COLONEL AKIMOTO WAS VERY FOND OF EGGS. 


\— CURT ARLBERG ALWAYS HAD A SURPLUS. THEY {\ 


és : 
[ y \_]) WERE, AS ON THIS OCCASION, VERY USEFUL... 
ar = : 
Ay ‘a vA\l] WHAT CAN | DO FOR Z 
————_— J YOU IN RETURN? SOME OF THESE Bx 
ee 


DOGS, PERHAPS, TO HELP YOU 
ON THE PLANTATION? 





SINCE YOU MENTION IT, 
COLONEL, IF YOU COULD LEND 
ME TWO MEN... * 


LATER THAT AFTERNOON, COLONEL AKIMOTO DELIVERED TWO ALLIED PRISONERS TO THE PLANTATION ... 


IT IS GOOD OF YOU TO BRING 
THESE MEN. GO TO MY KITCHEN — 
MY COOK WILL GIVE YOU FOOD. YOUR K Alea 
: PRISONERS WILL BE SAFE. " 














ty oe ll) %, 
vF == ie ak ca 
S an oe : 
Sie | 2 . rahe == 
@ aS 
(Sw ef: 
\ \ \ AV fade 
. inv 
4 ¢ 
' < 
% 
I 4 te Latooe 
V : 
4; #9 X 
AS 
a is 


A GOOD! GOOD! 
- 





30 Top Priority 
ARLBERG LED THE THO PRISONERS, LIEUTENANT sii = Eo ee 
ai 


JACK JONES AND LIEUTENANT DAVE BOWLES, INTO [YY — <= S 
THE JUNGLE, ALREADY HE HAD PREPARED SS 


FOOD FOR THEM. WHILE THEY ATE HE EXPLAINED. Kx / LEAVE IT TO US, 
ace . lees & hak ARLBERG. NOW THAT THE 
p \HAVETHE gad ng Se NF] _ BRIDGE 1S PRETTY WELL 
EXPLOSIVE HERE AND \ a FINISHED THE GUARDS DON’T. 
DETONATORS. CAN YOU LAY)“ s!S , SEEM TO BOTHER 
THE BRIDGE ..? = Gus US MUCH. 
BEA NEN < ‘ 


JHE NEXT MORNING THE TWO MEN HAD THEIR CHANCE... \ 

SAN) WEY <De a 

lis << elas 
NS. 

La TY Po NESS 
SS 4 f\ MW q 


mney 


eS 
A 


ui 


! W aSSOONASHE \ 
KY MOVES. HAVE YOU GOT JA 
INA THOSE DETONATORS BS 


“ ee A's 
S = . tt 
, es 
AP. v 

x 


! k if ne : 
Sal 
elit 


Fy 
y 





BUT COLONEL AKIMOTO HAD CHOSEN 
THAT MOMENT TO INSPECT HIS 
PRECIOUS BRIDGE. HIS KEEN EYES 
SPOTTED THE MOVEMENT BELOW HIM... 


Top Priority 


y = 

LOOK AT THOSE 

VY LONG NOSE DEVILS. THEY 

ARE UP TO SOMETHING, 
BRING THER TO HE! 















. ‘ y em LS \ 
OY AT ONCE, YOUR 
EXCELLENCY. 
a = 
L 


ti \ 
\ NOT TAKE LONG TO DISCOVER THE CHARGES AND COLO! Fey 
AKIMOTO WAS A RUTHLESS MAN ... Zi 
J 


NEL |= AZ Sis 
q{ %, 
BAW iC, 
= % 22 \V 
YOU CAN GO TO e232 i 


TT 
WAS 1Z, 
: = A 
geen" BLAZES,AKIMOTO! I'VE GOT es. 
eg sag WA NOTHING TO SAY. ¢ ay 


4 


32 Top Priority 


CURT ARLBERG KNEW WITHIN MINUTES OF THE sg 
FAILURE OF HIS PLAN. HE LOST NO TIME IN 
RELAYING THE NEWS TO FIELD INTELLIGENCE H.Q, 














“ADAMS, THE PRISONERS HAVE 
FAILED TO BLOW THE 
BRIDGE, SO YOUR 





TWO HOURS LATER,B-BERTIE TOOK OFF ON ITS 
_ LONE AND HAZARDOUS MISSION ACROSS THE DARK 
| UNFRIENDLY JUNGLES OF NORTHERN BURMA... 
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ADAHS-NEED NOT HAVE WORRIED. THE Y 
THREE MINUTES TICKED AWAY. THEN... 


RIGHT ON 
THE BEAM! SIGNAL 
LIGHTS AHEAD. 

















THEY FLEW ON FOR FOUR HOURS WITHOUT 
INCIDENT. JEFF SANDERS CHECKED AND £ 
RECHECKED EACH CALCULATION. THERE 

WAS NO ROOM FOR ERROR ... 
















NAVIGATO 
TO PILOT. WE 
SHOULD BE OVER 
THE AIRSTRIP IN 
N= MINUTES JAN 




















PRECISELY. 








a Uf WE'D BETTER 
si BE, SERGEANT! 
i b i“ 





RIGHT, 
VM TAKING 
HER DOWN. 


BERG AND HIS FAITHFUL SERVANT WATCHED TENSELY AS THE WELLINGTON APPROACHED .. 


: KY A 
‘ : LET US HOPE, 


TUAN, THAT THE HOON 
WILL SEND SUFFICIENT 
LIGHT FOR THESE L 
BRAVE MEN. tee) 









THIS LANDING WILL 8E THE 
LEAST OF THEIP WORRIES. 


34 Top Priority 





FLAPS DOWN - UNDERCART 
LOCKED — REVS OKAY, AS 
SOON AS | GIVE YOU THE 


HE NEEDED ALL HAS SKILL TO BRIN 


DENSE JUNGLE... 





A.A.—310 
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THE AIRCRAFT ROLLED TO A HALT WITHIN [Aa Ogy, 
FEET OF THE END OF THE STRIP ... a \ if 
EZ CATV 
. 4 OS 


om. ee 
fo 


WELL DONE, 
SIR. THAT WASN'T 


ADAMS HAD NOT EXPECTED COMPLIMENTS FROM 
THEY CLAMBERED ON TO THE STRIP ... 


OYS WILL 
HIDE THE AIRCRAFT AND 


REFUEL FOR YOU. WE MUST]. 


HURRY THERE IS MUCH 
TO BE DONE. 





36 Top Priority 





. BLOW THE BRIDGE ARE BEING 
TORTURED AND WILL UNDOUBTEDLY 
BE EXECUTED. 





gy 
T 


i \N 
POOR DEVILS! : 


(il 7a 





ARLBERG LEANED FORWARD ... : = : a a 
ae. ‘ NAGE ~ |WASRATHER 
We /7 HOPING THAT YOU MIGHT 


HELP ME TO RESCUE 


THESE MEN, SQUADRON 
LEADER. 


la 
\ 


Mais tN 

Wye 4! Y. THEM TO THE AIRCRAFT BEFORE WE N 
TAKE OFF, WE'LL TAKE THEM : 

7 } j i BACK WITH US. 

j WT A — : 4 





Top Priority 37 
a WILLS SPRANG TO HIS FEET AT ADAMS'S || LOFTY WILLS TOOK NO TIME TO CONSIDER 
ORDS ... oa 1s WHETHER OR NOT HIS SKIPPER WAS RIGHT. ALL 
TT LENST : HE KNEW WAS THAT HIS FELLOW COUNTRYMEN 
LET ONE OF US 
0, SKIPPER! 





WE'VE A JOB | 
70 DO. IF 
WE GO OUT 
THERE, WE 
MIGHT NOT 

| GET BACK 


SH THe THREE MEN CREPT SILENTLY TO THE JAP CAMP. THEY HAD LITTLE 
| DIFFICULTY IN FINDING THE TWO PRISONERS... 
“ALG 


‘ <——— 
Hs WE'RE IN LUCK, 


f THERE iS BUT ONE GUARD — Fie 
HE LOOKS ASLEEP. 


LEAVE 
Bei TOME. IT'LL BE 
A APLEASURE. {772 





SWIFTLY AND SILENTLY THEY CUT DOWN THE TWO OFFICERS 
AND SCRAMBLED BACK THROUGH THE WIRE ... /. > 
\ WY . \ ia ; 7 
AE \ 
o>) 


f cWEWE 
YOUR PANGA, KUAN |}. 
LAI. I'LL LAY 





Top Priority 39 
LOFTY TOOK THE PANGA AND BEGAN HACKING A TRAIL AWAY FROM THE MAIN PATH... 7% Py 





C { SLL SEE YOU AT 
A, THE BUNGALOW! 


W COME ON, BLOKES, WAKE UP. 
ME WE GOT CRACKING, 





40 Top Priority 


THEY GRABBED THEIR FLYING KIT AND STEPPED OUTSIDE, THERE WAS NO SIGN OF LOFTY ... 
, mm 1 Ny y . 
—s Ti Ad Laas 
HE must “7 WA ie D\ 
HAVE GONE \@ I S 
WITH ARLBERG fo } Zl t 
a GE 7 
. = Aa 4 





> THE MAN'S A 

FOOL. HE COULD 

WRECK THIS WHOLE 
OPERATION! 


BP bs “0 | a 


WY ALL OF You. IT Looks Y, 
N ASIF WE'LL HAVE TO |: 
\ MANAGE WITHOUT OUR | > 
\y \y WIRELESS OPERATOR. 
~~ SS) a7 * 
a} 


i \rr % v x 
Se ata 





SvXY 


an 


N BUT, SIR, 
Tgp S( WE CAN'T LEAVE 


THE BRITISH AGENT AND KUAN LAI 
REACHED THE AIRSTRIP AS THE 
WELLINGTON ROSE INTO THE SKY... 


Top Priority 


THAT’S TORN 
IT ~ TAKE-OFF 
TIME IN THIRTY SECONDS, 
ADAMS WON'T WAIT 
THAT'S FOR SURE eve 


THEY'VE GOT THEIR 
JOB TO DO. THEY’LL CALL 
BACK ~ THEY’RE 





Top Priority 
IT WAS DANGEROUS FLYING COUNTRY. GREAT SURGES OF UP CURRENTS AND DOWN CURRENTS MADE THE 
TRIP ADEATH TRAP TO ALL BUT THE MOST PoE PILOT.. 


HEY SKIPPER — 
ARE WE GOING TO CLEA! 
THIS ONE? 


ADAMS FOUGHT THE BUCKING 
WELLINGTON AS A STRONG AIR 
CURRENT HURLED iT DOWNWARDS... \ 





Top Priority 43 
THE CREW HAD TO ADMIRE THE COOLNESS OF THEIR SKIPPER AS HE IP FN 2 
REGAINED CONTROL. THEN SNOWY SPOTTED MOVEMENT IN FRONT YP FV : 






my IF WE DON'T 
HURRY THEY'LL 


("vay 
Se 


Bg 
a, 


THE LEADER OF THE JAPANESE CONVOY SAW 2 
THE AIRCRAFT AND GUESSED ITS PURPOSE. | @ HELLO CONTROL! A BRITISH 
WH NW BOMBER IS TRYING TO ATTACK US — PLEASE 
a\ joposd SEND FIGHTER COVER - OVER. 
NWA ‘eA Col 
aN aif Wy / | ta gli: fj ] 





Top Priority 


: CAN YOU 
off PUT USA 


ABOVE THEM 
FOR BOMBING, 
SKIPPER? : ES WILCO! GUNNERS = 
KEEP YOUR EYES SKINNED! 
IF THE JAPS CALL UP A FIGHTER 
WE'VE HAD IT. 





Top Priority 
cuapter 4. Birth of a Team 


THEN A NEW THREAT CAME SCREAMING DOWN THE VALLEY... 


BEFORE YOU GIVE 
ME EVASIVE 


ALF PARSONS, THE REAR-GUNNER, SWEATED IT OUT AS THE 
ZERO LOOMED LARGE IN HIS SIGHTS... 








Top Priority 





Top Priority 


BUT AS THEY LEVELLED —— 


“LOOK OUT REAR 
GUNNER HE"S TURNING 
. IN AGAIN... 


ILL. HE DID NOT SEE THE WALL OF ROCK LOOMING BEN 


ey) 





48 Top Priority 





THE CONVOY 
h MOVING! 





Top Priority hid 
THE TRUCK DRIVERS DROVE AS FAST AS THEY DARED TO ESCAPE a>. 
| THE tals OF BOMBS: ‘THEY KNEW wOurD COME .. 7g ‘ a 





GEORGE ADAMS THREW THE WELLINGTON INTO A STEEP TURN,EVEN AS THE STICK OF 
BOMBS STALKED DOWN THE ROAD TURNING THE CONVOY INTO A BLAZING RUIN .. 


i‘ 





50 Top Priority 









BE A FOOL FOR RUNNING 
OFF LIKE HE DID, BUT I'LL } 
NOT LEAVE A MEMBER OF & 
MY CREW TO THE 
TENDER MERCIES 





ADANS’S CREW HAD NOT EXPECTED A RESCUE 
ATTEMPT. NOW THEY WERE BEGINNING TO 
RESPECT THEIR NEW SKIPPER... 









NEARLY THERE 
SKIPPER. WHAT 
IF THE JAPS 
ARE WAITING 
FOR US? 


LSYYGE 
WE'LL HAVE TO CHANCE IT. 


EP YOUR EYES SKINNED 
WHEN WE GO IN! 





Top Priority 5l 
LOFTY WILLS HAD NANAGED TO ESCAPE CAPTURE BY THE JAPANESE PATROL AND FIND HIS WAY TO THE 
AIRSTRIP, WHERE THE FOUR MEN WAITED ANXIOUSLY ... ° 4A SW OY 


seing, “oid 






UTHINK THAT 
YOUR PILOT WILL NOT 
RETURN, SERGEANT. HEISA 
MAN WHO SEES HIS DUTY 
IN A BOOK OF RULES. 


“*| YOU'RE WRONG, 
ARLBERG! 


[WEANWHILE, COLONEL AKIMOTO HAD DISCOVERED THE DISAPPEARANCE OF HIS TWO PRISONERS. HE KNEW 
THERE WAS ONLY ONE PLACE THEY WOULD HIDE AND HE AND HIS MEN WERE SEARCHING THE VICINITY OF 
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tiled 


AKIMOTO STARED AT THE TRANSMITTER. THERE WAS COLD FURY IN HIS VOICE... Se \\ 
v 7 oid ny aS 
r/ = 


a : 





Top Priority 53 


HE JAPS SPREAD THEIR SEARCH, B-BERTIE WAS APPROACHING ITS JUNGLE LANDING GROUND ... 


» dda Ni ON 8, \ 
‘Waimea 
NM =, é SW T 





LIKE HE’S GOING TO 
_BRING THIS OFF! 


NY 2 


a 


<= 





54 Top Priority 
ING HALT AND SNOWY LEAPT FROM THE COCKPIT... 





Y¥ TROOPS CAME RUNNING FROM THE JUNGLE fy 


7 





Top Priority 


BULLETS SNAPPED ANGRILY INTO THE FUSELAGE AS ADAMS REVVED THE GREAT ENGINES IN 
ei ay “4 Mh, ( 


We 


A RD, BILL PARSONS OPENED FIRE — WITH DEVASTATING EFFECT... oa 
a 


ih a 


( £ Oe 
34 

ia Vii ae Ss Y 
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Top Priority 


56 


OTHER JAPANESE RAN IN FRONT OF THE 
BRING EFFECTIVE FIRE TO BEAR, ADAMS 
LIFTED THE WELLINGTON INTO THE AIR... 


a 
a 
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fo) 
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Top Priority 57 


| DARKNESS WAS APPROACHING AS THE WELLINGTON FLEW INTO ITS BASE AIRFIELD IN THE SOUTH .. 





zo 


q 
eins 
oe 


FU) <a,| THUNDER - YOU'RE 
by, ih __ RIGHT! 


JOB, SIR. AND 
WE'VE BROUGHT 


WELL DONE, ADAMS. ! 
MUST SAY | HAD MY DOUBTS 
ABOUT WHETHER OR NOT YOU, 
COULD PULL IT OFF... fy, 
lO —mm———ene—eagZe L) 





Top Priority 


wo ‘ 7 
R THERE WAS A HINT OF A SMILE ON 
ADAMS'S FACE AS HE REPLIED 


WELL, SIR. \ 
WE SEEK TO 
BE DEVELOPING 
AN UNDERSTANDING. 
YOU COULD SAY 
IT WAS TEAMWORK 
THAT DID IT. 


m = =TEAMWORK — 
* THE FACTOR THAT TURNED AN AIR CREW 
INTO A TIGHTLY KNIT UNIT AND MADE 
AN AIRCRAFT A DEADLY WEAPON OF WAR. 
THE CREW OF B-BERTIE WERE TO DEVELOP 
THAT SPIRIT, AND PROVE ITS WORTH, IN THE 
HARD YEARS OF WAR THAT LAY AHEAD... 
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3 MORE THRILLING 8 © *SripER 


“AIR ACES” FOR YOU 


No. 311 
THE SPIDER’S WEB 


With bombs and bullets, the 
Marauders hit hard at their 
secret enemy. 


BOGFIERT RIXON: in. 


No. 312 
CHAIN OF COMMAND 


He would rather fight with a 
gun than a pen. 


No. 313 
BLIND SHOT 


They fought back from the 
brink of defeat—island by 


island. 


NOW ON SALE— 
BUY THEM TODAY! 











Send NOW for FREE CATALOGUE. 

| featuring the 

of MOST WONDERFUL 
RING VALUE IN THE WORLD ! 


fH 


NO EXTRA CHARGE , 
for EXTENDED CREDIT © 


OVER 10,000 
RINGS i srocx 


Choose from this lavish 
FREE Catalogue. The ring 
of your choice sent in a 
beautiful presentation box. 
FULLY COVERED BY FREE 
INSURANCE. You can pay 
later—no need to touch your 
savings! NO EXTRA 
CHARGE FOR EXTEN- 
DED PAYMENTS. Rings 
from £3.10.0 to £135. 


* Special arrangements for 
ALL H.M, FORCES 
& CUSTOMERS ABROAD 


Immediate attention given to orders 
ensures extra speedy service. Rings, 
with appropriate message, as de- 
sired, sent to any address—any- 
where. Royal Navy Service men 
can purchase through pay allotment. 




























Diamon 4. pare 
64i6 and 8 pay 616 


$07.5 Diamonds. 
105/-ands@ pa 
or Cash pr 





amonds. Ist payment 
Ie and 8B cay 7016 
Cash £9.9.0 










Rings from CRESTA (LONDON) LTD., 
£ 3. 10- £ ry 64-66 Oxford St., London, W.! 












Please send without obligation FREE Catalogu2 
(with FREE ring gauge) of Engagement, Wedding, 
Dress & Signet Rings, & Watches. 


NAME)... c2c: 5 JSegiatieaptavansibevesteccds.+.versesed use 
(Block Letters ) 
ADDRESS. ....ctdenscsssessecsresecesccepsevcecesoceagecdees 
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